Survey of the status of self-paid varicella vaccination among children one to six years of age in Taiwan.
Prior to 2004, the mass immunization program in Taiwan did not include varicella vaccine; however, parents could have their children vaccinated by the self-payment option. In April 2002, we distributed 1271 questionnaires to the caregivers of children aged 1 to 6 years in Taoyuan county, Taiwan, to survey the status of vaccination rate against varicella, parental attitudes toward self-paid varicella vaccine, and the demographic characteristics of the family. Based on the answers provided in the questionnaires (99% response rate), we learned that until April 2002, the vaccination rate against varicella was 26%. Most children received this vaccine by the age of 1 to 2 years (64%) mainly at local clinics (66%). Majority of the caregivers (94%) would have immunized their children against varicella if the vaccines were freely provided or partially paid for. Caregivers living in the city, those children whose parents had a relatively high education level, those from families with fewer children, those whose children were inoculated with other self-paid vaccines, and those parents with a higher family income were significantly (p<0.0001) willing to have their children inoculated. In Taiwan, most caregivers were willing to have their children immunized against varicella if the vaccines were freely provided, or even if they were partially paid for. In case of other effective vaccines of high cost and not included in mass immunization, partially paying for the vaccine may be an option, since the parents' willingness was substantially greater when the cost is lowered.